
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

125+ Not Out ! 

Durham Road Baptist Church, 
Gateshead 

1877 – 2002 
(and beyond)



 

 

 

ROLL-CALL OF MINISTERS 

 

Revd Albert Fitzgibbon Riley  .......................... 1876-1894 

Revd Daniel Powell Packer  ............................. 1894-1903 

Revd Benjamin Grey Griffith, BD  ................... 1904-1909 

Revd Frank John Walkey, OBE, MC  .............. 1910-1919 

Revd Ernest Edward Welton  ........................... 1915-1919 
     (During Mr Walkey’s absence as a Chaplain to H.M Forces)    

Revd Alexander Hay Sutherland  ..................... 1920-1927 

Revd Rhys T. Richards  .................................... 1928-1934 

Revd Ralph W.A. Mitchell  .............................. 1934-1947 

Revd C.E. Graham Swift, MA  ......................... 1947-1956 

Revd James Alexander Ritchie  ........................ 1957-1965 

Revd Charles Campbell, BA  ............................ 1967-1971 
     (Assisted for a time by Miss Joyce Knox as Deaconess)  

Revd Ronald Armstrong  .................................. 1972-1975 

Revd Michael Smith, MA  ................................ 1977-1980 

Revd Samuel Boyd, MA (as Moderator)  ............ 1980-1998 

Revd David Hunt, MA(Cantab), DipRS  .......... 2002 - present 

 

 
Further information about the church and its activities can be obtained from 
 

     Revd David Hunt 

 Address:  94 Sunniside Road, Sunniside, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 Telephone and fax: 0191 488 3433 

 e-mail: david@drghunt.freeserve.co.uk 
 

      or by visiting the Church’s web-site: 

 www.gatesheadchurch.co.uk 
 

 
125 NOT OUT!  ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 

September 2002 
 

CELEBRATION AND PREPARATION WEEKEND 

with Revd Wesley Crawford (Word of  Life Ministries) 
 

Fri 13th      5.30pm Friday Club, for 7-11 year olds 
 

Sat  14th 10.30am Flower Show and Coffee Morning 

  7.00pm Fellowship Meal 

  8.00pm Celebration Rally, with Guest Singer  

        Shelagh Bladon (Chowdean Chapel) 
 

Sun 15th  11.00am  Morning Service 

  6.30pm  Evening Service introducing the team  

from Northallerton 

 

OUTREACH WEEK 

with the New Life Baptist Church, Northallerton Schools’ Team, 

led by Vicky Payne 
 

Mon 16th  - Fri 20th  Assemblies, Road Shows and an After- 

       School Club in local Primary Schools;  

        and Freshers’ Fair at Gateshead College 

Tue 17th 7.00pm Anniversary Quiz Night                 

Fri 20th  5.30pm Friday Club, for 7-11year olds 

  7.30pm Launch of Rock Solid Club, for 11-14 yrs 

Sat 21st  2.00pm Family Fun Day at Leisure Centre    

  7.00pm Meal and Musical Evening 

Sun 22nd 10.15am Breakfast 

  11.00am All-age Service led by Schools' Team 

  5.30pm  Fellowship Tea 

  6.30pm Guest Service, with Revd Rodney Breckon,  

       New Life Baptist Church, Northallerton 
 

Grateful thanks are due to the members of the Planning Group  

who worked tirelessly for the success of the anniversary celebrations. 



 

 

THE WAY AHEAD 
 

At the time of our 125
th

 anniversary celebrations, I wrote that Durham 

Road Baptist Church was at a critical stage of its history.  A year on, 

we are full of thanksgiving for the signs of new life God has so 

graciously granted us.  After several decades of decline, we are 

beginning to see some encouraging signs of new growth.  Over 250 

different people attended Sunday services during 2002, and our pool of 

regular worshippers now numbers over 50.  Over a dozen new 

members have been added to the church since May 2002, and the first 

baptismal service for eight years was held in June 2003.  It was such a 

joy for the 100 or so people present to witness five Iraqi men (all 

refugees from a Moslem background) and one Nigerian woman (a 

doctor undertaking a course in Newcastle) testifying to their new-

found faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We give God all the glory for 

what he is doing amongst us, and humbly look to him for further 

blessings in the years of continuing challenge ahead of us. 
 

As we look to that future, we continue to hold onto the promise God 

gave the Church during its Vision Building exercises in March 2001: 
 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing!   

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland ...  

I provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, 

to give drink to My people, My chosen, the people I formed for Myself  

that they may proclaim My praise.” 

[Isaiah 43:18-21] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Revd David Hunt 
 
What is a church?  It is not a building, but a group of people who love and 

seek to follow Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as their personal Lord and Saviour. 
 

Christ’s Church is likened to a family, and this booklet tells the story of one 

small part of that family – the people who over the last 125 years and more 

have made Durham Road Baptist Church in Gateshead their spiritual home. 
 

We are indebted to our member, Mr. Gordon Reid, for all the hard work and 

research he undertook to produce this booklet in its original form for our 125 

Not Out! celebrations in September 2002. We also appreciate the varied 

contributions from other members past and present. (This version of the 

booklet was updated in August 2003 for our 126
th
 anniversary celebrations). 

 

We continue to be God’s people, seeking to honour and please His Son in all 

we do and are. 
 

Church anniversaries are occasions for looking back with thanksgiving, for 

all God’s faithfulness to His people down through the years. 
 

But they are also times for looking back with careful reflection, as we seek 

to learn important lessons from the past.  We may recognise mistakes that 

have been made and opportunities missed, which move us to make fresh 

confession of our sins, so that we might receive God’s forgiveness for our 

past failings.  We may also recognise important principles to pursue, which 

will move us to renewed commitment and perseverance. 
 

Above all, church anniversaries are opportunities for us to look forward with 

fresh hope and expectancy to all that God will yet be pleased to do within us, 

amongst us, and through us – to the praise and glory of His Son. 
 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more 

than all we ask or imagine, 

according to His power that is at work within us, 

to Him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever!  Amen. 

[Ephesians 3:20-21] 



 

 

HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
 

The first evidence of a Baptist presence on Tyneside is the record of a 

Baptist preacher in Newcastle in 1651.  The following year mention is 

made of Mr. Thomas Gower who was leading a flourishing 

congregation. 
 

There are records of meeting places at St. Thomas’ Chapel, Bridge 

End Chapel, and Tuthill Stairs, in Newcastle. 
 

In 1823, the Tuthill Stairs congregation first opened a Baptist Sunday 

School in Gateshead, which met in Pipewellgate, but with little 

success.  However, the work was re-started in about 1841 in Hillgate, 

moving to the Working Men’s Club and then to the Mechanics 

Institute in West Street. 
 

Interest in forming a church in Gateshead was growing and in 1875 the 

Baptist Home Mission offered £100 per annum for four years to 

support a pioneering minister, if the Northern Baptist Churches would 

do the same. 
 

These offers were taken up and the Revd A.F Riley of Middleton-in- 

Teesdale accepted an invitation to become Gateshead’s first full-time 

Baptist minister. He commenced work on 3rd September 1876 with 

the congregation still meeting in The Mechanics Institute. 
 

It was on Sunday 15th April 1877 that the Church was formally 

constituted with a numerical strength of 38 members.  They soon 

decided to seek a building of their own and a plot of ground was 

purchased at the corner of Gladstone Terrace and Durham Road.  At a 

cost of just over £5000, the present buildings were constructed.  The 

foundation stone was laid on 12th September 1877 by Mr. George 

Angus who had worked hard and given generously to make the 

Gateshead Baptist work possible. 
 

The present Lecture Hall was the first part of the building to be 

constructed and the first services were held there on the first Sunday in 

December 1877.   

AN APPRECIATION FROM TED MAUGHAN 
former Church Secretary 

 

Since our Centenary, it has been sad to witness the spiritual decline of 

our country.  During this period we have been grateful for the immense 

help the Revd Sam Boyd has given us as our Moderator.  For his 

leadership, fellowship, teaching, guidance and love – and most of all 

for his encouragement to us all to seek God’s will for Durham Road - 

we thank God.   
 

His introduction of a Maundy Thursday Dinner and Communion 

Service has been appreciated.  We thank God, too, for the autumn 

rallies we have held, with the ministry of the local choirs and music 

groups, godly speakers, and the support of other fellowships.   
 

We are grateful for the spiritual fellowship we have developed with 

Rowley Baptist Fellowship and with our daughter Baptist Church at 

Beacon Lough. 
 

We are grateful to God for the faithfulness of those who have served 

Durham Road in various capacities.  We are especially grateful for 

those who ‘endured to the end’ and are now in ‘the Father’s house’ in 

Glory. 
 

Our present thanks to God are for bringing the Revd David Hunt and 

Durham Road together for His purposes in Christ, and we anticipate 

spiritual and numerical growth in the days ahead.  May our prayers and 

faith be adequate. 



 

 

These initiatives have sought to apply the Sowing, Reaping, Keeping 

principles set out in the Baptist Union’s mission pack (based on 

Laurence Singlehurst's book of the same title), which Revd David 

Hunt had introduced to the Church during his time as Association 

Minister.   
 

But God loves to surprise us, and one of the most unexpected ways in 

which the fellowship has developed in recent times has been 

internationally.  The Lord has sent people to worship amongst from 

almost 30 different countries around the world!  People from as far 

afield as Brazil, New Zealand, China and Vladivostok (in Eastern 

Russia), have enriched our fellowship by their presence.  The only 

continent we haven’t had anyone from yet is Antarctica! 
 

Our monthly International Fellowship Teas have provided us with 

opportunities to hear what God is doing in other parts of His world.  A 

group of Ethiopian and Eritrean believers (mostly refugees) now meet 

at the Church each Sunday afternoon for a service in their own 

language; and the Overseas Fellowship of Nigerian Christians also use 

the church premises three times a month for fellowship and prayer 

meetings.  A Charitable Trust, Gateshead International Ministries, is 

being set up to act as an interface between the Church and the various 

users of its premises.  Gateshead College has run English Classes for 

refugee/asylum seekers at the Church and contact is being made with 

other potential users of our premises. 
 

The Friday Club (for 7-11 year olds) has taken on a new lease of life 

since the beginning of 2002.  Over 50 different children are being 

reached each year in this way.  A Rock Solid Club (for 11-14 year olds) 

was launched in September 2002, and has again made contact with 

almost 50 different children. 
 

We are grateful for the help we received from the New Life Baptist 

Church, Northallerton, during our 125th anniversary mission 

celebrations. A full listing of the outreach and celebration activities is 

given at the end of this booklet. 

 

 

The church buildings were then completed the following year and the 

opening services took place on Sunday 23rd June 1878. 
 

The congregation grew steadily over the following years and an 

upstairs gallery was added to the building to accommodate everyone, a 

capacity of approximately 800. 
 

At the second anniversary services held in September 1879, the Revd 

A.F Riley reported that since the new building had opened, there had 

been 60 new members.  In fact, at every Communion Service new 

members had been welcomed in. 
 

When Revd Riley left for London in 1894, he was followed by Revd 

Daniel Packer of Wigan, and the progress of the work continued.  

Sadly, Revd Packer died in September 1903.   
 

A year later, Revd B Grey Griffith, BD from Regent’s Park College 

was inducted – his first ministry – and during his powerful five-year 

leadership the Church’s membership grew to 379.  Revd Griffith then 

moved to a pastorate in Cardiff and was later appointed Secretary of 

the Baptist Missionary Society, a post he held for many years.   
 

His successor at Durham Road was Revd F.J Walkey, OBE, MC, who 

came in 1910.   
 

There followed a succession of ministers who in their individual ways 

brought a tremendous wealth of teaching, leadership and pastoral care 

over many years.  A full list is given at the front of this booklet. 
 

Many events and uplifting occasions have taken place since those early 

days and we praise God that He continues to inspire people to come 

and worship and serve Him today.   
 

Snapshots of some of the happenings are given in the following pages.  

Most have been gleaned from the Church’s monthly magazine, the 

Messenger. 



 

 

VOICES FROM THE PAST 
Here are some of the greetings from former ministers of the Church 

taken from the Church’s Diamond Jubilee booklet issued in April 1937 

in commemoration of 60 years at Durham Road. 
 

Revd B. Grey Griffith (1904-1909) 

“My feelings are always very tender whenever I think of the Church at 

Durham Road, for I can never forget the cordial welcome and strong 

support given to me by its members.  Whatever service I have been 

able to render to the Kingdom of God since then has been partly due to 

the opportunities and the blessings of those days of my first pastorate.  

Mrs Griffith joins with me in sending heartiest greetings, for it was in 

the Church at Durham Road she also found her first privilege of 

service.” 
 

Revd F. J. Walkey (1910-1919) 

“I look back to 1910-1919 when I was minister at Durham Road as the 

most formative period of my life and thank God for the service I was 

able to render during those years and the many fine friendships I was 

privileged to enjoy.  Those years of ministry were interrupted by the 

great world tragedy of War.  The generous people of Durham Road 

liberated me to serve in the army, and for what I was able to do for 

hundreds of our brave soldiers in their agonising tasks, I thank God 

and those friends who gave me this great opportunity of unique 

service.” 
 

Revd E. E. Welton (1915-1919) 

“My co-pastorate at Durham Road with my friend, Mr. Walkey, was 

during the darkest period nationally of the past 60 years.  The Great 

War cast its shadow upon all our service, yet the years were amongst 

the happiest and most fruitful of my ministry.  It is good to recall the 

spirit of intense loyalty and devotion which animated officers and 

members, to be reminded of the splendid band of young men and 

women, and to remember the keen enthusiasm of the Young 

Worshippers’ League.” 

An honest but forward-looking report, The Right Question, was issued 

to the membership in March 2001 and contained a distillation of the 

discussions held on the Church’s future.  By now, the active 

membership of the Church was down to around two dozen.  But there 

was a strong desire on the part of those who had taken part in the 

vision building discussions for the Church to be more outward 

looking.  It was agreed that it needed to be more accessible and 

meaningful to its local community, serving it in whatever ways it could 

through the resources God had placed in its hands, both human and 

material.   
 

A Feasibility Study was commissioned and undertaken with the help of 

Gateshead Council, to consider ways in which the building could be 

used for the benefit of the local community, whilst being retained as 

the home of Durham Road Baptist Church.  Issues of accessibility for 

the disabled were included in view of new legal requirements. 
 

Revd David Hunt’s three-year appointment with the NBA came to an 

end in January 2002.  He needed to stay in the area for family reasons 

and was invited to serve as Interim Pastor at Durham Road for a six-

month period whilst seeking settlement elsewhere.  However, in May 

2002, the membership felt led to invite Revd David Hunt to stay on in 

the Church beyond his initial six-month appointment, and this he 

agreed to do.  
 

Several new initiatives have been introduced since the beginning of his 

ministry: a monthly News Letter (the Messenger ceased publication 

shortly after Mrs Gail Piché, its editor, died tragically whilst cleaning 

the Church premises in 1998); a monthly Prayer Guide, to enable 

members of the congregation to pray for one another regularly by 

name; monthly social activities (Quiz nights, Games evenings, 

barbecues and even a World Cup Special) designed to provide 

opportunities for members to invite their friends to low-key contact-

making events; a Rock Solid Club for 11-14 year olds; an International 

Drop-In Centre, International Outings, and an International Bible 

Study Group for the increasing number of personnel from overseas. 



 

 

Restoration of the building began: plasterwork was renewed, the 

kitchen was refurbished, and the main church interior redecorated to 

enable services to resume in it once again.  The task of rebuilding the 

fellowship (as a worshipping community of God’s people) was more 

difficult however and progress was slow.  The years were characterised 

by a mixture of encouragements and disappointments. 
 

In May 1986, Durham Road Baptist Church was given Grade Two 

Listed Building status.  A photograph and article were featured in the 

Journal, the local morning newspaper. 
 

In 1994, it was agreed to purchase a set of Mission Praise hymnbooks.  

The hymnbook combined many of the newer popular worship songs 

with well-loved traditional hymns. 
 

In 1997, Word of Life, an international Christian Mission, appointed 

Mr. Alex Kelly to lead outreach amongst young people in the 

Gateshead area.  He was assigned to Durham Road to lead a children’s 

club each Friday evening, and was also asked to lead Sunday services 

once a month. 
 

In 1998, Revd Sam Boyd felt the time had come for him to stand down 

from his role in the Church.  For the next three years, the Church was 

without ministerial support. 
 

A new Digital Hymnal music system was purchased in the year 2000 

to assist the worship at times when no pianist or organist was 

available.  The ‘magical music box’ is designed to play over 2000 

hymns and songs in any key and at any speed, with a choice of pipe 

organ, piano or orchestral sounds. 
 

During the years 1999-2001, Revd David Hunt (who had been 

appointed the Northern Baptist Association’s Association Minister 

with Special Responsibility for Mission) made frequent visits to the 

Church, both to conduct Sunday services and to lead mid-week 

meetings.  These visits culminated in him being invited by the Church 

to conduct a series of ‘Vision Building’ evenings in the early months 

of 2001 to help the church members discern the Lord's way ahead for 

the fellowship.  

Revd A. H. Sutherland (1920-1927) 

“The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee will serve to awaken 

memories, nourish enthusiasm and evoke hope in many people.  My 

absence will deprive me of the pleasure of meeting friends and helpers, 

but I send my warm greetings and good wishes. 
 

I recall the heartiness with which the Jubilee of the Church was 

celebrated.  Time brings changes, but I rejoice to know that the Church 

continues to have the undiminished support of those whose names and 

worth are familiar to me.” 

 

Revd R. T. Richards (1928-1934) 

“No one who has served Durham Road can fail to rejoice in the 

blessing that manifestly rests upon the labours of her devoted minister 

in these days.  May her immediate future recall the glories of the past, 

and may the evening shadows never fall upon the day of her 

prosperity.” 

 

 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 1937 

 

This was written by Mr. George Raw, Secretary at that time, and 

below are extracts from his remarks taken from the Diamond Jubilee 

booklet. 

 

“A large and stately Church in an area of financial stringency with a 

teeming population around.  How were people to be attracted to the 

Church of Christ?  That problem, repeated a thousand times in the 

cities and towns of our land, had to be solved in Gateshead.  In faith, a 

minister and people give themselves to prayer and work.  The glorious 

winning of souls takes place.  The membership increases.  The Church 

premises are renovated and made beautiful, and the Lord’s people give 

joyfully of their substance ‘as unto the Lord.’ 

 



 

 

Eighteen months ago, an overdraft worried the Church, fluctuating in 

the region of £300.  In addition to removing that inconvenience, £1200 

was required to repair and renovate the premises.  The suggestion was 

made that a Diamond Jubilee Renovation and Debt Extinction Fund be 

formed and, within weeks rather than months, it was announced that 

promises totalling over £1600 had been received. 
 

The Lord has made very definite promises which, unlike our own 

undertakings, have no time limit attached, and reverently have we 

claimed their redemption.  As stated in Malachi chapter 3, ‘Prove me 

now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you  the  

windows of Heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be 

room enough to receive it.’” 

 

ECHOES FROM THE PAST 
 

A “Message from the Minister” given on the occasion of the Diamond 

Jubilee at Durham Road by the then minister, Revd Ralph W. 

A Mitchell,   dated 5
th

 March 1937. 

 

“Our first word must be one of thanksgiving to God for all His 

goodness and grace to us, as a Church and people.  It is good to know 

that there are some amongst us who can remember vividly the 

founding of the Church, and they will be foremost in raising their 

‘Ebenezer’ and saying, ‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.’  Much 

thought and prayer have been put into the preparation of the 

celebrations with the dominant aim and purpose of bringing glory to 

God and the extension of His Kingdom.  It is desirable and essential, 

of course, at such a time to look back, to look round, and to look 

forward. 
 

Our Church has a magnificent tradition and there will be many a 

memory revived just now.  Some will recall the ‘Durham Road’ of 

their youth and will re-people its pews, and perhaps a lump will rise up 

in the throat and a tear will steal into the eye as they re-live those 

memorable days.   

BEYOND THE CENTENARY – the last 25 years 
 

In September 1978, Whickham Christian Fellowship was formed 

under the leadership of Revd Michael Smith and commenced Sunday 

afternoon services.  Between 20 and 30 gathered together each week in 

a local school.  Bible Study and Prayer Meetings had been taking place 

in the Whickham area (some 5 miles to the west of Durham Road) 

since January that year. 
 

In the years following the Centenary Celebrations, the Church was 

faced with a number of problems.  Large-scale road alterations carried 

out close to the building resulted in a compacting of its foundations 

under its east wall.  Securing the foundations was likely to prove 

costly, and a difference of opinion arose in the fellowship.  Some were 

in favour of abandoning the building and moving resources elsewhere.  

Others felt a strong attachment to the site and wished to remain there. 

These differences of opinion, together with worries about the cost of 

repairs, led to a rapid depletion in the numbers attending the Church. 
 

The state of the building deteriorated further when lead was stolen off 

the Church roof with devastating results as water poured in whenever 

it rained. 
 

With the help of expert advice, tie-bars were attached to the main 

Church building internally, to secure the integrity of the structure at a 

cost of £2000. 
 

In 1980, Revd Michael Smith was called to the pastorate of Golcar 

Baptist Church in Huddersfield where, 23 years on, he is still serving 

as its Minister. 
 

Durham Road then invited Revd Sam Boyd (a former Pastor at 

Westgate Road Baptist Church in Newcastle, but at that time in school 

teaching) to assist on a temporary basis – an arrangement which lasted 

for the next 17 years! 



 

 

Issue February 1973:  Mr W. Twitchett reached the grand old age of 

100 on 25
th

 February.  He had transferred his membership from 

Blackhill in 1920. 

 

Issue August 1973:  Mr. Ken Rayson, a young Church member, after 

training at Lebanon Bible College, Berwick, was ordained into the 

Baptist ministry on 18
th

 August.  He was subsequently appointed  to 

the pastorate at Paulsgrove Baptist Church, Portsmouth. 

 

Issue September 1975:  The Church took part in the Come Alive in’75 

campaign.  This was an outreach by 150 pastors and laymen from the 

USA, and Durham Road was one of the bases for the team. 

 

Issue November 1975:  Revd Ronald Armstrong announced he was 

leaving to take up the pastorate at Viewfield Baptist Church, 

Dunfermline.  He had already instigated a Centenary Committee to 

formulate preparation for the Church’s 100th birthday in two years 

time. 

 

Issue May 1977:  Many gathered for the Church’s Centenary 

celebrations.  The upstairs gallery had to be opened for the Saturday 

afternoon rally, at which the Mayor and Mayoress of Gateshead, 

Mr. and  Mrs. Joe Handy, were guests of honour. 

 

Issue June 1977:  Durham Road said “farewell” to member Miss Joan 

Coates as she left for Singapore for training as a teacher in the OMF 

mission school in Chefoo, Malaysia. 

 

Issue November 1977:  Details were given in this edition of the 

Induction of Revd Michael Smith, MA to the ministry of Durham 

Road.  This had taken place on 24th September and present 

were Revd Tasker Lewis (Area Superintendent), Revd David Neil 

(NBA Moderator) and Revd James Kirk, who had greatly assisted in 

the ministry at Durham Road over the previous 14 months. 

I have recently been reading through some of the old records, kindly 

loaned to me, and these tell a wonderful story of capable ministries and 

devoted service on the part of a great number of people.  It was 

particularly stirring to read of the origin of the Church and to see the 

fine programme at the opening services with such famous preachers as 

Alexander McLaren, W. Landells and J.P Chown.  For sixty years the 

Church has stood in a central and busy part of the town bearing its 

witness for God, and He alone knows all the good that has been done. 
 

Times have changed since the formation of the Church in 1877.  The 

neighbourhood itself has altered considerably, but, thanks be to God, 

‘the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation’ suitable for all times 

and conditions.  The one panacea for the ills of this mad, bad, sad 

world today is the Gospel of Christ.  Hence, as a Church, we stand 

absolutely for the spiritual, evangelical, evangelistic – these three 

things which at base are one.  We seek to preach ‘Christ and Him 

crucified’ and the opportunities for such a witness are tremendous 

when many, both young and old are longing for a purifying fire that 

cleanses life of its lies and fears, a liberating force that rids it of its 

entanglements and tyrannies.   
 

One of the chief encouragements in my ministry at present is the 

growing host of young people who are taking their place in the life and 

service of the Church.  Prayer, Bible Study, Open Air Work, and other 

service provide for them the highest privilege and deepest joy. 
 

Thus, we have every right to look into the future with joyous 

confidence. 
 

According to Hebrews chapter six, verse one reads, ‘Let us go on’ in 

the Authorised Version; or ‘Let us press on’ in the Revised Version.  

So don’t be weary, and don’t be discouraged for we are not alone.  

‘The best of all is God is with us.’ 

 

Yours heartily 

Ralph W.A Mitchell” 



 

 

MESSAGES FROM “THE MESSENGER” 
1935-1977 

 

In March 1935 the ‘Gateshead Baptist Messenger’ was first issued.  

1200 copies were produced initially and over subsequent years the 

Church’s circle of members and friends was kept informed of the many 

activities taking place. 
 

The buildings were frequently in use six days a week.  The Women’s 

Meeting, three Christian Endeavour sections, a mid-week Bible Study 

and Prayer time, the Choir Practice, and the Girls’ Brigade, were 

some of the activities which took place over the years. 

 

Recorded Highlights 
 

Issue September 1936:  It was recorded that Sister Winifred Laver, 

founder of the Vine Street Mission (now Gateshead Evangelical 

Church) was baptised at Durham Road last month. 
 

Issue May 1937:  The Church “Diamond” Jubilee celebration services 

were held and the many who attended looked back and gave thanks for 

the Lord’s many blessings over the past 60 years. 
 

Issue February 1939:  It was announced that the neighbouring 

Presbyterian Church was to close because of dwindling support.   

[This area is now the site of the Swallow Hotel complex.] 
 

Issue July 1942:  The minister, Revd Ralph Mitchell, addressed a 

crowd of 12,000 in Saltwell Park. 
 

Issues 1939-1945:  The wartime issues contained messages and reports 

of those members and friends serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

Issue November 1944:  The Tyneside Evangelistic Committee (TEC) 

was formed with Revd Ralph Mitchell being appointed Secretary.   
 

Two other Durham Road members were also involved: Mr. Beswick 

(as Joint Treasurer) and Mr George Raw, to serve on the committee. 

 

The TEC Rallies were held in the City Hall, Newcastle, and were a 

feature of Christian outreach in the 1950s and 1960s.  Many came to 

an acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour at those 

meetings. 
 

Issue January 1945:  A microphone system was installed in the 

Church, helping those who were hard of hearing to benefit from the 

services. 
 

Issue October 1945:  A recording of church bells was relayed for a 

quarter of an hour before each Sunday service. 
 

Issue April 1946:  Mr (later Dr) Billy Graham, a young American 

evangelist, spoke from the Durham Road pulpit during his first UK 

tour. 
 

Issue July 1951:  Outreach began in Beacon Lough, on the southern 

outskirts of Gateshead.  As a result, many children came to a new 

Sunday School which was held in Derwent House (part of the Powell’s 

Pickle and Jam Factory) near the bottom of Beacon Lough Road. 
 

Issue February 1963:  A new Baptist Church was formed at Beacon 

Lough on Tuesday 25th February 1963, with an initial membership of 

21. 
 

Issue January 1964:  Revd James Ritchie, our minister, gave the 

Epilogues on Tyne Tees Television on the 6th, 14th and 22nd of 

January. 
 

Issue September 1971:  The Nationwide Festival of Light was 

sponsored by eminent Christians such as Revd George Beasley-

Murray, Sir Cyril Black, Mr Malcolm Muggeridge, (Sir) Cliff Richard 

and others.  On Sunday 19th September, Durham Road joined in a 

Nationwide Day of Prayer for the Government, the media and the 

Church, that moral standards be re-instated, and for the spiritual 

awakening of the nation. 
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