Joel - a book of prophecy
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was chosen by God to
be an example to the people of
Israel. His wife was unfaithful, but
just like God he never stopped
loving her and always looked for
her whenever she left him.
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predicts the
destruction of Nineveh the great
capital of the Assyrian empire.
Evidently the reforms introduced
by Jonah did not last long.

i prophesied during a time

when the land of Israel had
suffered from a great plague of
locust. Joel proclaims this as a
sign from God and a precursor to
the Day of the Lord.

identifies himself

as a psalmist and musician by
ending his book with a hymn of
redemption and grace to be
played on stringed instruments by
the temple worship leaders.

was a sheep breeder
and a tender of fig trees by trade,
but God used him to bring a
powerful word of correction to
Israel and the surrounding
nations.

contains a

series of stern judgments directed

toward Israel, Judah, and her

neighbors for permitting idolatry

and other sins in the land.

Joel - one of the minor prophets

is the shortest book
in the old testament with only 21
verses. The book is a proclamation
of judgment against Edom for
aiding the Babylonians in their
siege against Jerusalem.

makes his chief
concern restoring the temple of
the Lord. Despite the Hebrew's
return from captivity, the temple
had not yet been fully rebuilt.

is the most famous of
the minor prophets because a
giant sea animal was used to set
him back on course after going
astray. His mission was to tell the
people of Nineveh to repent of
their wrongdoings.

like Ezekiel

received vivid prophesies in the
form of highly symbolic visions.
Some revelations include things
like a flying scroll, olive trees, and
women with wings. Several of the
passages are Messianic in nature.

Micah in 1:8 lamented without
wearing clothes in order to
illustrate the severity of the
destitution and captivity that was
coming. This method was also used
by Isaiah at times (Isaiah 20:2-3).

A

is a reformer who
directs his message toward
corrupt priests and those who
withhold their offerings from the
Lord. Malachi is the last book
before the New Testament.




Joel structure

The locust plague
Judgement (1:1-12)
Call to repent (1:13-20)

The day of the LORD
Judgement (2:1-11)
Call to repent (2:12-17)
Blessing (2:18-32)

The ultimate day of the LORD
Judgement (3:1-16)
Blessing (3:17-21)
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Broken relationships

@ Relationship with God (1: 9)

The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off
The priests mourn
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Broken relationships

@ Relationship with God (1: 9)

The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off
The priests mourn

@ Relationship with creation (1: 11-12)

The fields are ruined
The grain is desfroyed
The vine is dried up n

The fig-tree is withered &
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Call to repent

Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn;
wail, you who minister before the altar.
Come, spend the night in sackcloth,
you who minister before my God;
for the grain offerings and drink offerings

are withheld from the house of your God.

Declare a holy fast;
call a sacred assembly.
Summon the elders
and all who live in the land
to the house of the Lord your God,
and cry out fo the Lord.



Application

@ We are called to covenant relationship
with God
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Application
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@ We are called to take rebellion seriously
and turn back fo God

e We are called to care for all creation




